
BIG I l0 Bnrr$0il
Branson or Bust!

We're back to Branson this year for another fim-
filled Reunion. The dates are October 16-18,
2008. It's ajam-packed good time with dinner
and a Thursday night show at Hughes Brothers, a
Shoki Tabuchi show and stedrhouse dinner on
Friday evening and a visit to the Veteran's Me-
morial Museum on Saturday. This year's Reun-
ion is organized by Berton E. and Russell Lee
and we're sune to be in for a spectacular event.
Please make sure to review the form in this
newsleffer and get your reservations in early.
We'll be stayrng at the Settle Inn/The Stone Cas-
fle Hotel. Don't forget to tell them you'te with
the 490th if you call in or register online.

See you in Branson everyone!!!

Bob Forness. Now resides at Hearlhstone, Apt 1015, 10830
S W Davies Rd Bearverton, OR 97008. [You n ay be onhis
Christmas list. He was one of the early contacts for the
4goth J.

Henry P Gardner:97 Glen Haven, Spencerport, NY
14559-2513 Notice from Post Office.

Ivo Greenwell: I've moved again: this time to Eni{ OK
where two of my daughters live. I am in a nice retirement
home with plenty of good food and plenty to do,(most of it
related to medical trips). I see that our otd reliable Ex-CBI
Round up is conterrplating shutting its doors after another
yeffi of publishing. We may be the last vestiges of the CBI
Theater left before long. AIID, that coqiures rry some bad
thoughts close to home, doesn't 7t/ WelI at least we have
two more reunions planned. f remember flying out of As-
sam, India" starting my frip home, after being away from the
USA for almost two and a half years. I don't know how we
were in that C47, but soon after taking offwe rode a down-
draft about 1500 feet before the pilot got back in command.
I remember thirnl-ing, "'What are all these guys doing with
their heads on the ceilingl'. In no time at all, my rrear end hit
the seat , so I knew I had been uf the,*e;tioo. Now with all the
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CBI organizations going out of business. Ircalizp I've
been flying pretty high again with all the great 490e re-
unions I've attended and reading all the youthfirl hap-
penings ofthe long ago. So, I must be in for another
downdraft and about to hit bottom again. Lucky for us
though, w€ have children who keep bringing us back to
see each ottrer so we can recant our worn out war stories
even though most of us rely on electric kiddy kars,
canes or walkers. Perhaps we can extend the next two
reunions into one more or even one more after that.. It
$re has been a great and long ride, one that we hate to
gr.re up. My gratitude and thanks to Joe Barreff for
keeping the Flyer going so we can see and visit each
other every year. It couldn't happen without you Joe.
My new address is l6OOWWiIlowRd Apt 314,
Enid, OK 73703 tEd note. He's a good m(m withwords
ed the flyer is the same one he started. As for the fu-
trre I'Il quote wtother pffiagon of tlrc English tranguage,
"It ain't over tiII it's over!" See you in Branson.J

Evie Peter: Keep the Flyer coming, I still like to keep in
toueh and be aware of what's going on. I don't think I
will be able to come to anlmore reunions due to health
problems. The worst is Macular Degeneration, which
has affected my eyes. I have a pinched netve, uftich
can't be fixed, so I have to learn to live with them. My
address has changed to 5343 llamilton Ave., Apt 406,
Cincinnati, OH 45224. I have remained in touch with
Kruskas, Quinlans, Alm, Browns, Bakkers, Dyars, John-
sons, Knokey, Krostues, Mathills, Poisters and Rukas.

John Swem: The story in A.R.Van De Weghe leffer of
Apr.2,1989 in my opinion is incorrect. The 490th was
doing moonlight missions after Japanese convoys mov-
ing north into Burma. W'e had fmished our mission and

rehrned to base. We did not clear the guns or any-
thing else on the planes until the next morning. In
checking the planes out we saw a lot of holes in the
bottom part of the plane. We thought we had caugbt
our own bomb blast. I stopped counting holes at750.
After I stopped cotmting I started to clean the guns
that had been fired. I made my way up to the bombar-
dier's compartment, ffid as you know there a.re two
50 caliber guns, one flexible, the other fixed. Being
the annorer on the plane I proceeded to take offthe
back plate in order to clear the gun. This freak acci-
dent happened because while removing the plate it hit
the trigged bar and fired the grtrn. It was not the fault
of the crelv chief, The bullet went through a gas fruck
that was parked in front of the plane. The bullet
missed the man urho was loading the planes gas tank.
God was urith me that day because the 50 caliber bul-
let was armor piercing otherwise the plane, gas ftuck
the rnan fircling and anyone close would have gone to
heave,lr.fMary squadron members horre nsrrer lrcard
this story. At ttrc time this occtrred tlre 49th was
stationed at Wuztrp, about 25 minutes 6ncy by air.
This base had no niglx lutd@facilities md so we
hodlliglrts ststioned at ltyitkyiryq qt vsiotn times fo,
night operations. Planes refirningfrom night mis-
sions were parked and blacked out. Sentice was per-

formed in the daylight.J

Holden N Kuturs: I hope everyone is well. I like to
keep abreast so keep sending Flyer.

Florence Blass. I do enjoy reading the Flyer so keep it
coming. tr haven't attended a reunion since Leroy
died. I thought I might convince my daughter to go to
Branson with ffio, but she's a nur,se and can't get time
off,

Bilt Tpdalk I enjoy the Flyer and am proud of the
490tr .I{ere's a little help to keep it coming. My wife
Marjory, and I are both fine. We're feeling fortunate
and enjoying old age in a nice Contintring Care Re-
tir,ement Community in Green V'alley, AZ. A thumbs
up to all the Bridge Busters.

Carl Lammlein: I'm still here keep me on the list.

Jerry Barnes: Thanks for the great paper and your
hard work. Please continue my subscription.



Dick Goodwin: Thanks foryour efforts. Keep sending
the Flyer and I'll $ee you in Branson.

Ed and Doris Wesh Thanks so much for sending me
Vol2 No10 issue of the Flyer. We always look forward
to reading it. Hpossible, will you send a list ofnames
to go with the pictme on page 9. rt's been a long time
since we've been to a reunion. Also, will you send the
address of Horace and Agnes West. Horace told me that
all his wwLL photos had been destroyed. I do have a
few that I can have reproduced and will be gtad to send
them to him. Also, can you check out the address of
{Armorer) Jtrnior Elkhart He used to live in Toledo.
Francis Posey used to keep us informed of 490e hup-
peninss, but since he's gone our only contact is the
Flyer except for a few Chrisffias cards. I received in-
formation on the W\MII and intend to send them some
information and a donation-

Leffer #2 thanks so much for your reply to my note lfs
been a while since I've seen any of the 490e guys. I do
appreciate having the names of the pictured members. I
also ordered the mug and bag from Ginny Bugg and
have already received them. How well I remember the
"Monkeys, Mosquitoes, Malaria. Monsoons and Mud".
I still feel pride in having flown with such an outstand-
ing squadron. Two ofmy crew mates were killed on
missions @ishop and Gorham) since then, the other
three have died @landin, Hooper, and Cobb) I am the
only survivor and I don't know, *Why Me", Out I'm
grateful.) Please keep the Flyer co'ming.

Joe Scherf; DaIe tlansen found me after 60+ years. I
was a cr,5ptographic clerk with the 490e . I was with the
outfit in Warzrry and later in China.. Please put me on
the mailing list Is there a fee? (yes $10 per year). We
can't attend the New Orleans rermion because my srife
is waiting for a kidney transplant. We'r€ just waiting
for a call from the hospital. I attended Prndue univ. and
became a professional forester for the Masonite Corp.
in California. I theil became a licensed land $rveyor
and had my own business for over 40 years. fJoe, Ilope
things go well arrd muybe there's a retntion in yourfa-
ture.J

Stacey and Betty Naftel: We thoroughly eqioyed the
New Orleans reunion. The progftlms and facilities were
outstanding. We had been to 'big easy' several times,
but had never heard of the Swamp Tour. It was one of
the hi-lights ofthe trip. Of coursE the guide we were

with excelled and his stories were great. [stacey, Due to
errors in zip codes some mail has been retrtrned as trl-
deltverable changes have been made and moil should go
through.J

Anrold spielberg: Enclosed is a check for $904.61
which is the net after all expenses, is subhacted from
the Paid in receipts for the reunion in New Orleans. r
also included a spreadsheet showing incomes and pay-
ments. 

'We 
refunded monies to people who missed the

Swamp Totrr, we had no control over that, but it was the
cause of our small deficit.[Arnie, The check is cashed
and 8100A.00 lras been sent to Rrxsell Lee- Tfre spread-
sheet would do jwtice to a Forfinte 500 Corporation-
'4fte, selling some af the Wine and soda remaining in
the orderly room on Stmday the reunion slnwed a small
profit rather thffi a loss./ We over estimated the atten-
dance and bought 40 cups and bags too many. we are
suggesting that w€ give the excess awily as prizes at the
Branson Reunion.[The rewtion showed a profit on fity
books so giving the cqps and hags as prizes is OKwith
me- . fte, hearing of yow dealings withyotr bmk md
proving your point by retaining receipts slnws that
Betks are not infallible. I'm now smting my deposit
slips.fihad my pacemaker replaced this past Monday
3ll7 andl feel better after a few days recuperating from
the surgery. See you in Branson. [GIad you'refeeling
better. The Flyer is done, but I not received reunion
data to include in tlre nniling. As soon as I hove firm
dates, Hotel Infonnation arrd ltinerary I will mail. You
wrd Ginny did a great job.J

Howard Harrison: I just received the latest copy of the
Flyer and remembered that I didn't help pay for it. I got
a few hits on the wlryw. burmabridgebuster.org web site
and a few e-mails from folks looking for or providing
information about 490ft veterans. f always suggest they
contact you to have their leffers included in the Flyer so
that they can reach more of the 490ft family. We are al-
ready starting to work on the 09 rermion in San Antonio.
Micah Merz and I are looking at hotels that can get us
close to the River walh for a reasonable mte. 

'We 
will

let you know if those two things are possible. I think
they are because we've started early and if we sell the
group weII enough. 

'We 
will work out other details

closer to the rermion time. If anyone has suggestions for
tourq etc. that they would like to see while in San Anto-
nio, e-mail hharrison@burmabridgebusters.com or
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fuowd fie touatry (continaed fran page 3)

Howard Harrisoil, 317 Burlnvood, Cibolo, TX 78106.
If anyone would like to have a Burma Bridge Busters
e-mail address let me know. I have about 600 that are
part of the web site. Also f'm boking for photos that
I can put on the web site I am also working with
Glenda and Ted lU{ierz.the Randolph ArUt multime-
dia Services Division,(here in San Antonio) and the
Malmsfforn AFB. Historian to have the A J Lehman
photo collection digitized. fiie Randolph photo,shop
will provide digital copies to Malsftom and the
Mertz's. The people at Randolph and Malmstrom
rcahzed the historical significance of these photo-
graphs and said it is hi$hly unlikely that that there are
copies of these photographs in any Air Force inven-
tory. They are considered a very important find. This
will be a great way to preserve these photos for the
futrne and make them available for ottrers interested
in the CBI Theater and history of the 490tr in particu-
lar.fTed, Ifyou ccm eontact Jerrry Gabel I would qp-
preciate f yoo ccm hqve him call tne 610-779-4227 in-the 

t rning I think tt at I was the last 4gdh member
to visit with George Gsbel in DaIIas, PAI

Sig Kroshre. Listed in the January 2008 Flyer is Don-
ald P. Wenger as being deceased on Feb 20 2007.

fTypo, clmnge to Donald P Wegner you c(m change
your records./ Who is A.R Van DeEghe? I do not
know if he was a member of the 490e, but I have no
record of him whatsoever. [He was oftgfuer pilot,
not a 49ffh member. His story is a nsw one for me
Also. An explwtdion is in Jolm Swem's letter in this
issue.J Concerning the "Orr ttre Gd' I prestrme WiII
W Hawley is the son of the Bill Hawley we knew.

fYou're right he md his sister Druscilla CarcoII ffie
subseribers to the Flyer .Dntcy lrss attended a reun-
ion and is tryW to corwirrce Will to do tlre same] As
to *I-ost and Found" added Dostellio, Gerst and
Barrie to the ctrrrent ros€er- 

'W'e 
had fowrd them be-

fore, but either we lost track of them or they lost track
of us.fSlg, I sent the Flyer to all of them,but have
hod no resporwe. I lnpe all is well with you orrd
Yelma and lnpe to see you in Branson.J

Notcfrom MB: I plm to be in Bransonwith beat Hewy. AII
will depend on lww ryickJy the lo* sell in our ecwillage.
For irfo on my project see www.whitehm,korg

Mayo BarnosH, Died March 30, 2008 in Talihim"
Oklahoma. He was buried in the Bamoski Cemetery
north of Vian, OK. Most squadron members knew
Mayo as "Chief'Many remernber that he supplied
some of our fir,st fresh meat. He shot a Water Buffalo
in Warzup, The meat proved to be a true test to the
teeth ofyoung men in their prime the meat won. The
stew two days later was delicious.

Bernard A I{aIt died Feb 1, 2008- A memorial service
was hetd Eeb 6,2AA8 in Schulkill Haverl, PA. The
Chaplain of the local Hospice organizattanconducted
the service. The Commanders of the American Le-
gton, The VFW., and the Catholic War Veterans each
made comments about Bernie's service and each
placed a poppy on the Memorial Table. Wendall Phil-
Iips, PNC and Chaplain of the CBI Veterans Assn.
Wendall piesented the Homily and I represented the
Crfeat Valley Basha and I represented the 490e Bomb
Squadron. I expressed the Squadron's sSmpathies to

his children Beth and Bill.

Leon S Kruska died Feb. 24,2008 at Memorial Medi-
cal Center, Ludington, MI Lee wrote articles about
squadron membem for their local papers. He pb-

lished the FISM the squadron's first paper.

He ptayed the piano and played Tournament Bridge.
His wife Gen and four sons and one daughter survive
him. I From Gen, Lee took the last af mutyfalls snd

fractured two bones in his neck Specialist advised
thot it would me(m between 612 weeks to recover, but

suddenly he was not responding tn his bed d tlre
Nwsing Home and hre died in otr local hospital 2:30

AM Feb. 24.J

Dick Huber died zhDT,notice from his wife Alice to
Stacey Naftel.

Richard J Perls died 14 Feb.2007 in Guilfor4 CT,
notice from Dale f{ansen.



49SnBornb Sguadron
"Burma Bridge Busfers"

2008 Reunion @ Branson, Missouri
October 16 - 18

Organized by Berton E. lee & Russell Lee

Schedule:

Thursday, October 16tr
7PM Hughes Bros. Dinner & Shor (Optional) $41.00

These five wildly talented blothers continue to amass accolades of awards and honors as one oJ
Bnanson's fastest risirg shorvs. Musb Country News recent$ wrote, "Branson's one true family
show is put on by the Live Entertainnent Capitrcl of the Workfs rmst talented family." Not only do
the brothers have the reputatbn of astoundirg all ages wfih their rbh harmonaes, but their pericrm-
ance is brillianffy choreogmphed, shorcasing the foot+teppin' mo\res of the bmthers. The Hughes
Brothers perbrm wih equal finesse everything fiom today's Counfry hrc b the Old Wesbm clas-
sics to Broadray and Gospelfavoribs.

Friday, October 17h
10AM Squdron Meeting
5 PM Dinner @ Pardlse Steakhouse & tuffet (Optiona$ S18.00
7:30 PM Shoii Tabuchi Shw (Optional) $47.00

' Just ufiat is the Shoji Tabuchi Shor that everyone loving American music is naving about? At its
heart b Bnanson USAs first family of erGnaordinary musicd entertainment-...Shoii Tabuchi, his
beautiful wife Dorothy and deli'ghtful daughter Christina. The fam$ly that pbys, sings, and dances
encompasses all the wfiobsome values of frufy great famity enbrtainrnent Yet tlte show rlvals the
pure excitement of Lm Vegas or NeurYork.

Saturday, October 18h
10 AM Veteran's iilemorial Museum
7 PM Memorial & Roll Catl
8PM Branson BelleCruise, Dinner&Shouv

For those without vehicles, hansportation to the above events has been ananged.

Fee
Registration

Optional Activities:
Hughes Bros. Dinner & Show
Dinner @ Paradise Steakhouse & Buffet
Shoii Tabuchi Show

$ 124

Regiskation be inc-ludes Oderly Roorn snacks & beverages, Saturday activities, & in-town hansportatfirn. ln order
to provide time to complete arrangements, reservations need to be in by September 2,2008.- Please make checks
to490th' BombSquadmn. Mailb RussellLe,276 E- CommonwealthAve, SatrLakeCity, UT U115-2871.

$ 4 1
$ 1 8
$ 4 7

Continued Next Page



freanion trgenda nd Inforaation continaed
Hotel

Settle Inn / The Stone Castle Hotel
3050 Green Mountain Drive
Branson, MO 65616
(800) 677€906 (417)
335'4700

Three levels of rooms are available- The Standard Room is comfortable with either one or two queen-
size beds at $74.98 per night plus tax. The Theme Rooms, wtth more space, a queen or king-size bed
and a Jacuzi, are $105.98 per night plus tax. The Theme Suites, with even more room, a Jacuzi and
wet bar, are avaihble for $129.98 per nlglrt plus tax. If you wish to exterd your stay by rcrning a few
days earlier or staying a few days afier, the hotet will honor th reunion rates- Free continental break-
fast is included. Tell them you are wtth $e 490' Bomb Squadron when you calt for reservations.

Transportation

The nearest airport with several national caniers is the Springfield-Branson NationalAirport. Transpor-
tation to Bransqr from the airport can be expenslve (ta,xicabs ase approximately $1OS ore-way). We
have made arrargpments with a shtrttb c!.mpany to provide transportation to-frorn tte airport for no
more than $40 per person per trip provided they can create groups of turo or rftore. They tell us that
shouldn't be dfficult except on the very early or \rery late flights. lf you need to arange a shuffle, call All
Around Branson Shuttle at 888-882-9766.

Some around town transportation is inc-luded in the package, however to control @sts, we assumed a
certain percent4e of attendees would have their orn vehicles to travel to varbus actlvities.

Please make ssre !o fill otrt the rqisffiion form on We 7 and rqister by Sqbnb* 2, 2(n8.

PHOTO Update from last Newsletter

The photo that was in the last newsletter did not have the names list€d. Here is the list:

Frontrow lefttorighf FredBakker, ClydeDyar, SigKrostug GasparReyeg JoeBussey, Amold Spielberg
Howard Bell, Paul Sims, Stacy Naftel,

Back row teft to right Bill Shivar, Iim Brown, David George, Jolm Lrrebke, Be'rt Lee, Vince Balakier, Stephen
Slahetk4 Austin Russell" Ivo Greenwell, Joe Barrett, George Jarvis, Richard Goodwin



2008 frwnion frmmrfion Form

For those without vehicles, transportation to the above events has been ananged.

Fees
Registration per person aftending $124 each

Nurnber of persons aftending x $124-00 =

Names of person(s) attending

Total

Optional Activities:

Hughes Bros. Dinner & Show

Dinner @ Paradise Steakhouse & Buffet

Shoji Tabuchi Show

$ +1.00 x No. of persons attending $,

$ t 8.00 x No. of persons attending $.

$ 47.00 x No. of persons attending $,

Registration fee(s) total $ts totald all optionalactivity tickets = Amount Enclosed $

Registration fee includes Orderly Room snacks & beverages, Satulday activities, & in-town transporta-
tion. In order to provide time to complete arrangements, reservations need to be in by September 2,
2008. Please make checks to tl90th' Bomb Squadron.

Mail to: Russell Lee
276 E. Commonnealth Ave
Salt Lake City, UT U115-2871.

See you in Branson!


